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| BULLETIN OF AMERICA’S TOWN MEETING OF THE AIR 
ie GEORGE V. DENNY, JR., MODERATOR 


| OCTOBER 10, 1950 VOL. 16, No. 24 


What Are the Real Issues in Our Fight | 
Against Communism? 


| Announcer: 

We hear first from Colonel Alban B. Ogden, Jr., Command- 
ing Officer of Scott Air Force Base, home of Air Force Com- 

; munications, at Belleville, Illinois. 


' Colonel Ogden: 

Tonight America’s Town Meeting is coming to you from 
‘Scott Air Force Base, one of the largest communications 
: schools in the world. Here in this theater are the airmen and 
| the officers who are training to become the communications 
| experts of the highly complex and rapidly advancing Air 
| Force of tomorrow. 

This base has played a major role in the growth of the Air 
Force since 1917. Today, thousands of airmen and officers 
undergo many months of highly technical training; and upon 
successful completion of the course, they are assigned to 
every portion of the globe where men in uniform are guarding 
our many frontiers. Our mission is only a part of the tre- 
mendous training program conducted by the Air Training 
Command under the guidance of Major General Robert W. 
‘Harper, whose headquarters are also on this base. 

Now it is my pleasure to introduce the President of Town 
Hall, founder and moderator of America’s Town Meeting, Mr.. 
‘George V. Denny, Jr. Mr. Denny. (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 

Good evening, Beis Colonel Ogden, we of Town Hall 
‘extend our heartiest congratulations to you and General 
Harper for the magnificent training program you are giving’ 
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the men in our Air Force, and we are happy indeed to be here 
at Scott Field, headquarters for this tremendously important 
activity. We know that the men under your command are 
deeply interested in tonight’s subject—the real issues in our 
fight against communism—as are the American people out 
of uniform. This very basic question has many of us baffled. 

Perhaps one reason why we are so confused is our willing- 
ness to let the enemy name the terms. They call it communism. 
In reality, it’s simply another form of despotism, which we 
first fought in 1776, again in 1812, and again in 1917 and ’18. 
We just finished fighting it in three of its most hideous forms: 
Nazism, Fascism, and Japanese Imperialism. 

Perhaps a better way to ask tonight’s question is, “What 
are the real issues in our fight against aggressive despotism?” 
We freedom-loving Americans like to say, “Let every country 
have the kind of government it wants, provided they let us 
alone.” But the trouble with despotism in any of its forms is 
that it will not let others alone. Like a cancer, it feeds on 
normal tissue. . 

We've learned to outlaw smallpox, leprosy, and other con- 
tagious diseases. Has the time come for us to outlaw dan- 
gerous despotisms that threaten world peace? We want noth- 
ing Russia has, and the men of Moscow say they despise our 
way of life. What, then, are the real issues? They are far 
deeper than those that appear on the surface. 

To help us explore this subject we’ve invited two experts, 
a United States Congressman who is a member of the Un- 
American Activities Committee, and a distinguished scholar, 
author, and foreign correspondent who has spent many years 
in. Russia. It’s understood, of course, that the opinions ex- 
pressed here are those of the individual speakers and have 
no relation to Air Force policy. 

We hear first from Congressman Harold H. Velde, Repub- 
lican of the 18th Congressional District of the State of Illinois 
and a member of the Un-American Activities Committee of 
the House of Representatives. Congressman Velde. (Ap- 
plause) 


Congressman Velde: 


My friends, the meaning of communism is as varied 
throughout the world as Joseph’s coat of many colors. The 
leaders of the Communist party are actually practicing de- 
ception and fraud on their citizenries by calling their govern- 
ment a communist government. As you say, Mr. Denny, they 
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_eall it communism, “when in reality it is a simple form of 

_ despotism. 

_ The followers of the original theory of communism as set 
down by Karl Marx and others believe it is an economic, 
political, and social plan for sharing the wealth, thus making 
each person—man, woman, child, merchant, beggar, or thief 

_ —equal in wealth and position. 

The real leaders of the Communist party, here and abroad, 

_ know differently, however, and they are happy with their 

success in confusing the minds of some 800 million people who 

are now under the iron hand of communism. 

Mr. Fischer, we who know communism for what it actually 
_is know that its policies are directed by a few members of 
_the Politburo in the Kremlin. We are certain that it is a care- 

fully laid-out and treacherous scheme for the establishment 
of a totalitarian dictatorship of world-wide scope. 

The real issue of communism is, then, that it is a most 
vicious fraud; not only a fraud on the peoples ruled by the 
Kremlin, but an attempted fraud on all freedom-loving 
peoples of the world. Most treacherous of its concepts is the 
belief that despotic dictators are all-powerful; yes, even more 

- powerful than God. 

Our problem, then, is twofold: First, to expose the true 
nature of the communistic fraud and then spread this knowl- 
edge to all peoples of the world that republican constitutional 
Zovernment and the free enterprise system of economy are 
the only political and economic systems that can possibly 
bring them to the same high standards of living that we here 
in the United States enjoy. 

In other words, we must teach the basic concept of the 
dignity of the individual man as opposed to the belief that 
man is a slave and tool of the state. We must teach that man— 
every man—is capable of controlling his own destiny and 
must be given that opportunity. 

The second problem is this: How can we in America defend 
ourselves, as well as the other free nations of the world, 
against aggression and ultimate domination until our first 
objective is accomplished? 

We have seen in the last five years the expenditure of some 
13 billion dollars of American taxpayers’ money to contain 
communism in Europe, but we let it knock at, and almost let 
it enter, the back door in China and the Far East. At the 
same time, we have witnessed in our country the foothold 
gained by communism in such socialistic schemes as deficit 
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spending, increasing our taxes beyond all reason, and increas- 
ing controls with them—the very things that the Politburo 
is hoping for. 

Surely, then, our relief program and our foreign policy 
have been wrong. It is my firm belief that we cannot teach 
the world the benefits to be derived from our form of govern- 
ment by allowing its destruction from within by the very 
persons we are fighting in foreign fields. To help others we 
must remain strong ourselves. _ 

And so it becomes increasingly important that we place in 

political leadership in America men who are not chained in 
any manner to the schemes of a communist dictator. We must 
be certain, especially, that those in charge of our foreign 
policy in the State Department and other executive branches 
are loyal Americans, capable of establishing and carrying out 
a straightforward foreign policy. 
' Furthermore, we must make certain that, as the famous 
Justice, Learned Hand, recently said, “we are not divided in 
counsel, that we are not overextended in foreign affairs, and 
finally, that we are not on the brink of financial disaster here 
at home.” (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Congressman Velde. Our next speaker, whose 


voice is familiar to Town Meeting listeners, spent 14 years in 


Russia as a foreign correspondent and has covered most of 
the hot spots in the world during the past 30 years. His most 
recent book, The Life of Mahatma Gandhi, has just hit the 
best-seller list. Another of his 14 other books is Soviets in 
World Affairs, a two-volume history of Soviet foreign policy. 


So, we’re happy to welcome back to our platform Mr. Louis 
Fischer. Mr. Fischer. (Applause) 


Mr. Fischer: 


' Mr. Denny and friends. The key issue in our struggle 
against communism is Soviet imperialism. It is Russia’s ex- 


pansion since 1939 and her seizure of a vast empire that 


present a danger to the security and peace of mind of America 
and other democracies. 

Our first task, therefore, is to check all forms of Soviet 
aggression as we have done in Greece and Berlin and Iran 
and as we are now doing in Korea, because if the communists 
succeeded in these places they would be encouraged to ge 
further and imperil our safety. Accordingly, we and the other 
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tree nations, working whenever possible through the United 
Nations, must be strong militarily. 

But the democratic world might possess thousands of 
atomic bombs, thousands of warships, tens of thousands of 
planes, and millions of fighting men and yet be defeated by 
communism. The strength of communism lies not only in 

ussia. Communism is also an idea. It stands for a certain kind 
pf economic system and for a government which is a dictator- 
khip. 

We dislike the idea, and the tyrannical shape it takes in 
ractice is repugnant to us. Yet communism does have an 
appeal to millions of people in France, Italy, and other coun- 
ries, and especially to the people of Asia—one billion strong, 
all of them colored. 

- The Congressman would probably like to suppress the 
tommunist parties of France and Italy, but they are too 
strong. They cannot be made illegal, nor will arrests and 
shootings kill communism in Asia. The British arrested 
“iahatma Gandhi and his followers many times, but in the 
vend the British had to get out, and India won her inde- 
pendence. 

Force and persecution are blunt weapons against the 
Feungry, the unhappy, the unprivileged, and words about the 
lbnlessings of American free enterprise will mean nothing to 
‘hem. In fact, Congressman, if you mislead the people of Asia, 
‘furope, Africa, and Latin America into thinking that the wel- 
fare state is communism, they may go for communism, for 
the very thing they want is a state that is going to look after 
their welfare. And because they know about the blessings that 
the American people enjoy, they feel that it conflicts with the 
dignity of the individual and with public decency, when we 
live so richly while hundreds of millions of them starve. 

We must prove ourselves by good deeds. I believe in the 
Voice of America, and in words; but we must show by our 
good deeds that we believe in the dignity of man, whether 
he is white, yellow, or brown. The American cause suffers, 
for instance, when our boys disparagingly call the Koreans 
“sooks,” and when we behave superior to colored people at 
home or abroad. 

The real issue in our struggle against communism is to win 
the majority of mankind to our side. And to do that, we have 
to give them friendship and understanding, as well as material 
help. We must convey to them the message that communism 
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is a fraud, which it is, but we must also show them that w 
have a spiritual message which guides our inner lives. 

' Unlike Congressman Velde, I’m not afraid of communis 
in the United States. If any communist, American or other 
tries to spy on us, or steal secrets, or filter into the Govern: 
ment, we must have agencies like the FBI and loyalty com: 
missions to deal with him adequately and legally by applying 
law, not mud and smear. But we are a strong, prosperous, anc 
happy nation, and I do not think that the handful of mis- 
guided, pathological Americans who believe in communism 
endangers our democracy by its writings or speeches o 
parades. Let them talk. 

What we mean is that the real issue is how to make democ:- 
racy more pure, more spiritual, and more effective in allow- 
ing every individual to achieve the full flower of his person. 
ality without fear. Individualism should depend not on how 
much you have, but on what you are; not on property, but 
on personality. It is this kind of democratic individualisr 
that will kill communist dictatorship. (Applause) 


Moderator Denny: 


Thank you, Mr. Fischer. Congressman Velde was an FB) 
agent before he got into Congress, so he is in a very appro: 
priate position to comment on what Mr. Fischer has just said 

Congressman Velde: Well, Mr. Fischer, I think I car 
generally agree with your position as far as communism ir 
foreign fields is concerned, but I certainly cannot agree witk 
your ideas about fighting communism here at home. If we 
remember some of the cases that have been tried recently— 
if we remember, for instance, what was contained in the con 
fessions of Julian Wadleigh, Elizabeth Bentley, and Whittake: 
Chambers and what the evidence produced in the trials o 
Alger Hiss, Judy Coplon, Valentin Gubitchev, and the eleve1 
communists; and if we remember the facts of the espionag 
cases of Klaus Fuchs and Harry Gold—we’ll certainly realiz 
that it’s more of a problem here in this country than can b 
handled properly with milk and honey. 

Certainly not all these people that I mentioned can be calle 
misguided pathological Americans. We’re going to have to d 
something more. We’re going to have to have laws to handl 
this problem here in America. And more than that, my friené¢ 
we’re going to have to have enforcement of those laws, ani 
strict enforcement. 


Mr. Denny: Thank you, Congressman Velde. Mr. Fische 
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Mr. Fischer: Congressman, don’t you contradict yourself? 
You said that Hiss and Wadleigh and the others had been 
rosecuted, and the eleven communists have been put on trial 
d sentenced. In other words, we had laws to deal with these 
things, and we are making other laws. And I believe in those 
laws, and I believe in having the FBI; but I also believe that 
idemocracy, in combating communism, in combating dicta- 
torial means, must remain democratic. We must not lose our 
emocracy in fighting for democracy. 

_ And now, Congressman, I’d like to put a question to you. 

ou may have noticed that I like to hit straight from the 
shoulder, and I don’t like to beat around the bush. Now, you 
nade a reference to our need of political leaders that are not 
chained to communist dictators, and by implication you sug- 
zested that there were such people in our present government. 
Yow, is that so, and would you name them? 

Congressman Velde: No, I certainly do not care to name 
any of the communists in our present Government at the 
resent time. I will say, however, for your benefit, Mr. 
‘ischer, that the Un-American Activities Committee is mak- 
‘6g an investigation at the present time, and I’m sure that 
nere will be a finding of communism in the State Department, 
but until we find those facts definitely, we certainly will not 
ceveal the names of any communists. 

And furthermore, I would like to comment just a minute 
3a your statement in reference to me. Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, 
{ think it was, once said that every communist in this country 
s a potential saboteur and a potential espionage agent. Now, 
once upon a time, Alger Hiss and some of the others that I 
nentioned a while ago were just mere, ordinary, everyday 
communists, but look what’s become of them. 

Mr. Denny: All right, Mr. Fischer. 

Mr. Fischer: I want to come back to this question. You said 
chat we must get rid of communists in our political leadership. 
Now do you mean that there are communists who are heads of 
departments in our government, who are perhaps secretaries? 

Congressman Velde: As I said before, I don’t care to com- 
ment on that until we’ve made a complete investigation and 
ascertained all the facts relative to it. I claim that anybody 
ho is employed by the Federal Government and who is a 
sommunist is dangerous, whether he is in a position of high 
oolitical power or low political power. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Congressman. Now, while we get 
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ready for our question period, here is a message for our Town 
Hall listeners. 

Announcer: How would you like to take a trip around the! 
world and visit prime ministers, military leaders, and th 
common people of twelve world capitals? Since you can’t 
make this trip in person, you can take it with Mary Be 
Decker, whose fascinating book, The World We Saw Wit 
Town Hall, has just been published. The book is based on Mrs: 
Decker’s diary, which she wrote for her friends. It’s an inti- 
mate day-to-day report on the doings of this representativ 
group of Americans who made the first round-the-world trip 
with Town Meeting last summer. 


You may order your copy through your book store, or from 
the publisher, Richard R. Smith, 120 E. 39th Street, in New 
York. The price is $3.00. . 

And now, to continue with our Town Meeting here at Scott 
Air Force Base in Belleville, Illinois, we return you to our 
moderator, Mr. Denny. 


THE SPEAKERS’ COLUMN 


LOUIS FISCHER—Mr. Fischer is well known as an author, lec- 
turer, and foreign correspondent. His latest book is The Life of 
Mahatma Gandhi. 

After his graduation from the Philadelphia School of Pedagogy 
(1916), he taught in the Philadelphia public schools. His career 
as a foreign correspondent started in 1921, as a contributor to the 
New York Evening Post from Berlin, Germany. He has since 
been a student of European politics and has specialized in the 
study of the Soviet Republic and, more recently, Spain. 


HAROLD H. VELDE— Congressman Velde (Republican, 18th 
Illinois District), serving his first term in Congress, is a member 
of the House Un-American Activities Committee and the House 
Education and Labor Committee. 

After graduating from Northwestern University in 1931, he 
was athletic coach and teacher in Hillsdale (Ill.) Community 
High School for four years. He took up the study of law, was 
admitted to the Illinois bar following his graduation from the 
University of Illinois with an LL.B., and became a member of 
the law firm of Velde and Prettyman. During World War II, 
he served as a private in the Signal Corps and later became a 
special agent for the FBI in the sabotage and counter-espionage 
division. Prior to his election to Congress, Congressman Velde 
was Tazewell County Judge in Illinois. 
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| QUESTIONS, PLEASE! 


_ Mr. Denny: All right, we start with a question right down 
are. Yes? . 

_ Man: Congressman Velde, why is the Un-American Activi- 
es Committee of Congress so bothered with a handful of 
erican communists, almost all of whom are known to the 
BI? 

_ Congressman Velde: The question can be answered by re- 
liewing some of the infiltrations that the few communists 
‘ave made into various free institutions in America. We’ve 
eard of incidents, and we know that it’s true that a few, just 
| bare handful, maybe four or five, have grabbed control over 

1 entire labor union, perhaps numbering thousands and 
housands in membership. 

And we have seen, too, the influence that Alger Hiss, just 
ine man, has had in the State Department. We’ve seen, too, 
ne influence that Lee Pressman and other professed com- 
punists have had on legislation in the past 18 years, so we 
now that the danger lies not in the many communists we 
‘ave in the country, but in the few communists who are able 
» infiltrate into positions of power. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. The gentleman over here. 

Man: I'd like to ask Mr. Fischer what effective means are 
eing used to curb communists and their activities in this 
vuntry. 

Mr. Fischer: What effective means are we using against 
mmunists in this country? I’m glad you asked that ques- 
on. It deals with Congressman Velde’s last reply. The CIO 
ad a lot of trade unions dominated by communists, and it 
arew the communists out. This is a developing process. The 
mmunists are being driven out of every position of influence 
hat they had in the trade unions. And where they are still 
here, the chances are they’ll be thrown out there. Now, in 
sur Government, there’s the FBI and there are loyalty com- 
aissions, and they should be thrown out of those things. And 
Vhere they are subversive, where they break the law, the 
aw should be applied; but I believe that communists should 
se allowed to talk and to write, because to suppress them is 
> do exactly what Stalin does in reverse and what Hitler did 
nder the dictatorship. We do not want a dictatorship here 
> fight communism and to destroy our democracy. (Ap- 
ilause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. The next sergeant there. Yes. 
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Man: Mr. Velde, I have a question for you. Why is it the}. 
Russia has been allowed to take over Poland and othe} 
neighboring countries? 

Congressman Velde: Well, that’s a very good question, tod 
The reason is, of course, that we haven’t had an active an} 
strong United Nations to protest that taking-over of Polanci 
I think that is one of the chief reasons that it happened. Cj 
course, at that time, the time that Russia did take over Polan j 
our people here in thie country, including the people in pos‘ 
tions of authority, did not realize the true danger of allowin) 
just that first step of aggression. But I think that if a similaf 
step would happen now, we would take care of it adequately} 
as we have in Korea, of course. 


Mr. Fischer: I think the fact is that the Red Army, th?) 
Russian Army, took over Poland and we acquiesced. It mat 
have been a mistake to acquiesce, but the fact is that th? 
Russians took it by force. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. Right here. 

Man: Mr. Fischer, in view of the way the communists tool) 
over all of their satellite countries, why do you think we 
should let American communists alone? 

Mr. Fischer: Because I think we are a prosperous and happy) 
country, strong within—strong in our support of democracy! 
The communists are losing out. There are fewer of them nov) 
than there were, and I don’t want to destroy our democracy 
with fear and suspicion and smear. That’s not the way tc 
combat dictatorship; that’s the way of creating dictatorshiy! 
here, where we have a good democracy. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Congressman Velde has a comment. 4 

Congressman Velde: Certainly I agree with Mr. Fischer 
in his answer to that last question. We don’t want to destroy. 
any of our democratic principles, any of the freedoms guar- 
anteed by our Constitution. On the other hand, if we don’ 
effectively check communism in the United States with laws 
and enforcement of those laws, we’re liable to find ourselves 
one of these days without constitutional government. And ] 
believe in protecting the rights of the many, even if it does 
take a few rights away from a very few people who are 
probably disloyal to the United States, at that. (Applause) 

Mr. Denny: Thank you. The young lady here, please. 

Lady: This is for Mr. Fischer. Do you really hk that our 
differences with Russian communism are so basic today that 
war is inevitable? 
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| Mr. Fischer: No, I don’t. I do not think that the Second 
Vorld War was inevitable, and I certainly don’t think that a 
hird World War is inevitable. In fact, I believe that when 
ve do win in Korea, the whole world situation may be re- 
ersed—much reversed against Russia, and in favor of peace. 
t’ s altogether conceivable to me that there will never be a 


| Mr. Denny: Thank you. 

| Man: I have a question for Mr. Velde. If there is no true 
ommunistic government, then what kind of government 
would you call Russia’s, and what is its aim toward our 
Rovernment? 

_ Congressman Velde: The Russian government, of course, 

' not true communism as explained by Karl Marx and others. 
ff is a totalitarian dictatorship, the power lying in a few per- 
ons in the Politburo, and it’s just as dangerous as—perhaps 
nore dangerous tana Nazi dictatorship that we all know 
« much about. I think that we as good American citizens and 
members of a great branch of our Armed Services should do 
Ji we can to make the people of the world understand how 
we in America operate and the blessings that our own govern- 
ment gives to our people and can give to those people, too. 
Mr. Denny: Thank you. The young man here, next. 
Man: I have a question for Mr. Fischer. Speaking about 
echting communism, wasn’t it set forth in the communist con- 
eptions by Lenin that communism and democracy cannot 
oth exist side by side in the same world? 

Mr. Fischer: Soviet and communist leaders have said both 
things. They have said that communism and democracy are 
compatible, and that they are compatible. It depends on the 
eriod. Lately, the Stalinists have been saying that they are 
-ompatible. The point really is that as long as we hold back 
‘ommunist imperialism, Soviet imperialism, there can be 
oeace; communism and democracy can live together. 

Mr. Denny: Thank you, Louis Fischer and Congressman 
Velde, and our warm thanks to you, Colonel Ogden, and to 
our staff here at Scott Field for your splendid codperation 
nd hospitality. Now, in just a few moments, I'll tell you about 
pur subject and speakers for next week. 

Announcer: Town Hall and the American Broadcasting 
Company are proud to be able to bring you six programs, of 
hich this is the fourth, from Air Force Bases, through the 
‘odperation of the Information and Education Section of our 


13 


Air Force. There are two more Air Force Town Meetings t} 
come, next week from Maxwell Field, Montgomery, Alabami t 
and the following week, Bolling Field, Washington, D.C. | 

For your convenience, we print copies of these programp 
each week, and they are available to you in pamphlet forn’ 
If you would like to receive the Town Meeting Bulleti}, 
regularly, send your request to Town Hall, New York 18 
New York, and enclose $1 for the next eleven weeks or $4.5$! 
for an entire year. Or, if you wish a copy of tonight’s prograr||’ 
only, enclose ten cents. Please do not send stamps, and allov}’ 


week’s program, here is your Neder Mr. Denny. t 

Mr. Denny: Tonight we can tell you about our program! 
for the next two weeks. Next week, from Maxwell Air Foret, 
Base at Montgomery, Alabama, we’ll discuss another basi 
question, “How Should We Combat Russian Propaganda and 
Distortion Abroad?” We’ll hear from Senator Owen Brew. 
ster, Republican of Maine, and Dr. Willard E. Givens, Execu) q 
tive Secretary of the National Education Association. {| 

The following week, October 24, from Bolling Field in the 1 
Nation’s Capital, H. V. Kalenhern Dean of American radic) 
commentators, and Abraham Feller, General Counsel of the} 
United Nations, will discuss the timely topic, “How Shoulé : 
the United Nations Deal With Future Aggression?” So listen 
next week and every week for the sound of the Crier’s bell} 


(Applause) 


TOWN MEETING REVIEW 
“The Listener Talks Back” 


Each week we print as many significant comments concerning Town 
eeting broadcasts as space allows. You are invited to send in your 
ppinions, pro and con. The letters should be mailed to Department A, 
Town Hall, New York 18, N. Y., not later than Thursday following the 
rogram. It is understood that we may publish any letters or comments 
received. | 

The letters which are here reprinted in whole or in part represent 
some general opinions on Town Meeting. 


JUST WHAT WE NEED us to give you a realization of the 
“T think this is a grand program great value of your programs; yet 
d is just what we need. We are many of us do feel almost impelled 
iven a chance to see both sides to make some expression of ap- 
y people who are very interested preciation. . . . Your program has 
lin the problem. This gives us a been of special service in helping 
most excellent chance to form our our people to learn to think. It has 
swn opinions on the subject and made all America see the world 
to be able to tell another person, through many eyes and many 
with good reasons, why we have tongues, and has thus enabled us 
‘come to believe the way we do.”—_ to arrive at decisions on the basis 


Jack Down, East Lansing, Michi- of reality.”—Rev. Norvin C. Dun- 
— Dahees lpiee can, Asheville, North Carolina. 


STRAIGHT AND CROOKED A SWELL JOB 
THINKING 

ee ae cane cae and I listen to your broadcasts 
iby your famous program. I have €VEry Tuesday night. . +. Your 
2n advanced class in sociology in discussions help millions of people 
which we are studying straight all over the U.S. You're doing a 
‘and crooked thinking in relation swell job, so keep it up!” —Erwin 
(9 social questions. Every Tuesday Roserts, Rocky Mount, North 
night the students are assigned the Carolina. 

[Town Meeting program as their 

ywork in preparation for Wednes- THE INTELLECTUAL REALM 
iday’s class meeting. They endeavor 
ito make notations on the fallacies, 


‘emotional appeals, biases, etc. of 


th then ‘egret that you have cut it down 
pa reas reas as from its full hour on the air. Such 


“We have just about concluded a program should not be measured 
that your program is really too by the time allotted to ordinary 
‘good for our purposes—there is so entertainment shows. It represents 
little that can properly be called free speech in action—American 
crooked thinking. Opinions may be democracy at its best and actually 
‘controversial, but the reasoning at work. The full and leisurely 
seldom is obviously faulty. Z presentation of debate of topics of 

“Congratulations on the high the highest public importance 
caliber of your program. You are which Town Meeting provided 
making a notable contribution to Made ieiniduetninéne radio pro: 
straight thinking in this Spans grams. If a football game can be 
fRctAULE CG. BOWMAN aPbilade!- broadcast for more than an hour, 
Bees cnnsy lenis, why not so outstanding a feature 
EYES, TONGUES, AND in the intellectual realm as Town 
REALITY Meeting represents?”—A Lonc- 

“It hardly needs any lettersfrom TIME LISTENER. 
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“T am a girl thirteen years old, 


“As a long-time listener to the 
Town Meeting of the Air, I greatly 


BARBS AND POCKMARKS 
“Very rarely have I felt, at the 
conclusion of a Town Meeting 
broadcast, that my conception of a 
current problem has been sub- 
stantially improved. ... I have 
noticed that past Town Meeting 
speakers are in the habit of beating 
around the objective bush in their 
discussions, speeches, and replies 
to questions from the audience. 
There is much back-stabbing by 
members of various antithetic 
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groups. Many speakers indulge i 
barbed repartee which has no co 
ceivable place in the type of di: 


thoughtful discussions, m 
others, who could and should e 
lighten the public, prepar 
speeches which are slipsho 
rabble-rousing, and pock-marke 
with generalities or insults.” 
CHARLES SULLIVAN, JR., Wellesle 
Massachusetts. 
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